THE   REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
successfully avoided, though at the cost of endless worry and
trouble to the unfortunate Court of Aldermen.1
Three further proposals and a penalty for those moving
surveyors' marks brought the reforms to an end. To prevent
the recurrent damage caused by the river flooding at spring
tides, the City was to have power to cause the level of the
wharves to be raised by a maximum of three feet; they were to
be authorized to appoint Commissioners of Sewers, with
powers of levying rates, to deal with a problem which had long
been pressing; and dangerous or offensive trades were to be
removed from the high streets. Added to the other measures
they made a useful, if unambitious, list of improvements.
Much would depend on the action taken under the discretion-
ary clauses, but if the conduits were removed, the wharves
raised, the streets properly paved, and the water from houses,
markets and streets carried away in adequate drains, then the
new London would be to the old what a well-reconditioned
house is to its tumble-down predecessor. If, in addition,
appreciable street widening was carried out, then the reformers
would have substantial cause to congratulate themselves.
Intermixed with these clauses were those which the City
thought to be necessary for the furtherance of the building.
First, and it was also the first in the Bill, 'That there be noe
Building upon new Foundacions within five Miles of London
at any time hereafter'.2 It would be really interesting to know
whether the City genuinely put any trust in this measure.
From its first appearance in Elizabeth's reign it had had a
consistent record of failure. One minute's comparison of the
Elizabethan map attributed to Ralph Aggas, with that pro-
duced by Newcourt and Faithorne in 16583 could have shown
1 Starting with a small number in 1667, they increased rapidly in 1668. In 1669,
together with Orphans* business, they occupied more than half the space in the
Repertory, During 1670 they declined somewhat, but remained a constant source of
trouble for several years more.
* Linked with it was a provision against con verting other buildings in to dwelling houses*
8 'An exact delineation of ye Cities of London and Westminster, and ye Suburbs
thereof, together with ye Burrough of Southward, published in 1658, but compiled m
part from earlier material,
8*